4 December
"The only possible way in which this result could be avoided
would be by legislation dealing with a particular case. His
Majesty's Government are not prepared to introduce such
legislation. Moreover, the matters to be dealt with are of com-
mon concern to the Commonwealth as a whole, and such a
change could not be effected without the assent of all the
Dominions. I am satisfied, from inquiries I have made, that this
assent would not be forthcoming.
"I have felt it right to make this statement before the House
adjourns to-day in order to remove a widespread misunder-
standing. At this moment I have no other statement to make."
The King spent the day at Fort Belvedere. About 6 o'clock
in the evening he received Mr. Baldwin, who remained with
him for about an hour. The Prime Minister then returned to
Downing Street and was visited by the Home Secretary. Mrs.
Simpson is known to have left England for France last night.
She crossed from Newhaven to Dieppe and is reported to be
motoring southwards. A group of Members of Parliament
from all parties in the House have sent a personal letter to the
King assuring him that they are prepared to support him in
any action he may think it necessary to take to defend his con-
stitutional rights. This business has stirred the English people as
nothing since the Great Strike. Even complete strangers discuss
it with each other in railway carriages.
the north-west frontier
There have been no further incidents in the Khaisora
Valley, but the Fakir of Ipi is still hostile to the Government
and says he will oppose any movement of troops in the valley.
His supporters are said to have lost 47 killed and no wounded
in the late fighting.
the school-leaving age lowered in germany
The Education Minister has ordered a year to be cut off
the period of school education. The Ober-prima, or senior form
in the high school, is therefore abolished. In March next the
Unter-prima, the next highest form, will pass out as well, and,
to make matters easier for the younger students, no written
examination will be held. As a result, students will leave the
high schools at the age of eighteen instead of nineteen
the hitler youth
General Goring, as Reich Forest Master and Commissioner
for the Four-Year Plan, has ordered all the Hitler Youth to
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